
Aug. 19th – First Day of School
 

Aug. 20th – Tuition Benefit/ Insurance Presentation 
                      and GSAC Pizza Party
Aug. 22nd – Get Involved Fair, 10am-2pm Union Patio

Aug. 30th – Add/ Drop Deadline (Tuition Due!)

Sept. 2 – Labor Day

Oct. 6-13th – Fall Break

Nov. 28-29 – Thanksgiving Break

Dec. 5th – Last Day of Classes

Dec. 9-13th – Final Exams

Fall Dates to Know



New Student 
Orientation

Interdisciplinary Robotics program:

▪ Kahlert School of Computing

▪ The Department of Electrical and         

  Computer Engineering

▪ The Department of Mechanical Engineering



Robotics Advising Team

Associate Professor (Lecturer)

Mechanical Engineering

Education: Ph.D. in Mechanical 

Engineering, MIT, 2002

Office: 1151 MEK

Education: B.A. in Journalism, 

Child Psychology Minor, 

University of Minnesota

Office: 1550 MEK





Student Population Fall 2024

PhD

New to the U - 4 

Continuing - 10

MS-Thesis

New to the U - 2 

Continuing - 2

MS-Project

New to the U - 2

Continuing - 3

Total

PhD – 14

MS - 9



NEW 

   SoC site

Parking

Parking

Bus stop

Trax stop

Mechanical 

Engineering

ECE and SoC



University Calendar & Deadlines

https://registrar.utah.edu/Catalog-schedules.php



Our Website    robotics.coe.utah.edu
HANDBOOK FACULTY LABS RESOURCES



Grad Sac & University Clubs/ Involvement

Graduate Student Advisory Committee 
(GSAC)
GSAC is run by graduate students to serve as a 
liaison between students and the department. 
They also organize events to build the 
graduate community and support our student

gradsac@cs.utah.edu

https://www.ece.utah.edu/grad-sac/

uofu.me.gsac@gmail.com
me-gsac.slack.com

Grad CS-Women on Slack
https://gradcswomen-utah.github.io/index.html

mailto:gradsac@cs.utah.edu
mailto:uofu.me.gsac@gmail.com


Program 
options













MS Project 
Course Options

Approved Project Intensive Courses include:

ROBOT 6500: Advanced Mechatronics

ROBOT 6960: Wearable Robotics

ROBOT 6200: Motion Planning

CS 6320: Computer Vision

ROBOT 6400: Neural Engineering & Neurorobotics

ROBOT 6920 (6 credits):

1) Faculty-advised projects, 

2) Projects with a company, or 

3) Projects with a student club

+ Required Presentation @ 

Robotics Seminar

ROBOT 6920 + Coursework

ex: 3 credits of 6920 + 3 credits 

ROBOT 6200: Motion Planning

ex: 2 credits of 6920 + 4 credits 

ROBOT 6500: Adv. Mechatronics

2 Project Approved Courses 

Ex: ROBOT 6960+ROBOT 6400



Milestones

Supervisory 

Committee

MS – 2nd 

Semester

Quals

PhD only

Written Exam –

4th semester

Proposal

Dissertation 

Proposal

PhD only –

5th semester

Oral Defense

MS – 4th Semester

PhD – 

4th Semester

PhD – 

10th Semester

• See handbook for 

complete list of 

milestones

Program of 

Study

Preliminary –

1st semester

Final –

7th semester



The qualifying exam is administered by the student’s PhD supervisory committee. The 
qualifying exam consists of two parts that satisfy the Graduate School requirement for a 
“written” and an “oral” component of the qualifying exam

(1) Written Qualifier: (2) Proposal Defense:

A written examination covering the 

candidate’s

chosen area of specialization.

An oral examination involving a defense of

the candidate’s written thesis proposal.

Question Format
The format of each question can be chosen by the committee 
members. Possibilities include (but are not limited to):
1. “Take home” question, to be researched and answered by the 
student

2. A “closed book sit down” examination, to be written during a 
fixed period without use of background materials;

3. An “open book sit down” examination, similar to (2), but 
permitting use of reference materials.

A student who fails their first 
attempt may retake the written exam 
once in the Fall or Spring semester 
following their first attempt

The “oral component” of the 
qualifying exam consists of a public 
presentation of the 
student’s dissertation proposal, 
allowing time for the public to 
provide questions and the candidate 
to provide answers (Q&A).

https://robotics.coe.utah.edu/academics/graduate/handbook/supervisory-committee/


Milestones: Qualifying Exam
(PhD only)

▪ Written Exam ▪ Oral Proposal



Milestones: 
Supervisory 
Committee

Milestones: Defense
The Grad School limit for a PhD Defense is 7 years.

MS-Thesis students
4th semester

PhD students
10th semester

Defense paperwork must be 
completed with the Robotics 
Coordinator PRIOR to the 
defense:
• PhD Dissertation Content 

Approval (required before 
scheduling Oral Defense)

• Announcement Template
• Oral Defense Report
• Defense Summary

http://robotics.coe.utah.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/PhD-Dissertation-Defense-Report-2024.pdf


Milestone: Program of Study

PRELI MINARY

Final Program of Study Approval

Upon registering for their final course(s), the 

student must:

• Upload the Final Program of Study form.

• List all classes that are to count toward the 

degree, including research hours.

• Approval from faculty advisor and   

committee required.

FINAL

Preliminary Program of Study Approval

By the end of their first semester, the student 

must:

▪ Upload the Preliminary Program of Study 

form in the Grad Tracking System.

▪ Select graduate courses after consultation 

with their temporary or permanent 

advisor.

▪ List all taken and planned classes on the 

form that are to count toward the degree, 

including research hours.

▪ Approval from faculty advisor required.

https://robotics.coe.utah.edu/academics/graduate/handbook/phd-milestones/








FORMS







Tuition 
Benefit

▪ TBP is available IF you are employed by the University [TA, RA, etc]

o Complete I-9/ hire paperwork with your faculty's department

o Apply as a TA every semester, if applicable

o Verify funding with your Faculty Advisor

Program

https://gradschool.utah.edu/funding/tbp/guidelines.php

▪ Students must maintain 3.0+ GPA

▪ Students must be enrolled "full time" [3-9 credits] 

▪ TBP does not last forever!

▪ Student health insurance is 100% covered 

o Required for International Students

o EMI dental and eye insurance options



Tuition Benefit DOES NOT COVER
Differential Tuition

▪ Outside Fees: Books, lab fees, course fees

▪ Repeat Courses

▪ Withdrawn Courses

▪ International Surcharge



Tuition Benefit Process
Email from Coordinator prior to the semester

Complete Tuition Benefit Form every semester

Form is entered by Coordinator

In CIS – Student sign Tuition Benefit document

Tuition Benefit will show on student tuition  
account by TUITION DUE date

Tuition is due by Aug. 30 
(differential is not covered)

Elect student health insurance Y or N



Robotics Community

Robotics Seminar

GradSac Formation

Social Media pages

News
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