
Example Program of Study – Ph.D. (Post-B.S.) in Robotics 
(for Post-B.S. students who would like to earn a Milestone Master’s in Robotics on the way toward their Ph.D.)
Below is one possibility for a program of study that satisfies the M.S. degree and milestone requirements, AND the Ph.D. requirements.

Coursework

ROBOT 
6000

ROBOT 
6100

3 cr 3 cr

3 cr

Department 
Seminar

1 cr

Robotics 
Seminar

Robotics 
Seminar

1 cr 1 cr

Perception 
Core

3 cr

3 cr3 cr

               Year 1
(1)  Fall            (2)  Spring

              Year 2
(3)  Fall            (4)  Spring

Robotics
Elective  

Robotics
Elective 

Allied
Robotics
Elective 

*Cognition 
Core

3 cr

Apply for 
Milestone 
Master’s

Establish 
Faculty 
Advisor

Form
Supervisory
Committee

Residency 
Enrollment 

must be 
reached

* Only one Cognition Core is required. 
ROBOT 6200 is offered in the spring, 

CS 6300 offered in the fall

3 Electives required for the PhD, 
2 Electives for the MS

3 Allied courses required for the PhD
1 for the MS

Take 
Written 

Qualifier 
Exam

   Year 3
(5)  Fall             (6)  Spring

Read 
Thesis 

Handbook

Dissertation 
Proposal

(Oral 
Qualifier)

ROBOT 
7970

ROBOT 
7970

3 cr

Dissertation

ROBOT 
7970

ROBOT 
7970

3 cr

              Year 4
(7)  Fall            (8)  Spring

Final 
Program of  

Study 
Approved 

by 
Commitee

              Year 5
(9)  Fall          (10)  Spring

Dissertation 
Defense 

(Final Oral 
Exam)

Submit 
Preliminary 

Review 
to Thesis 

Office

Apply for 
Graduation

Dissertation
Release

Manuscript
Approval

ROBOT 
7970

ROBOT 
7970

3 cr3 cr 3 cr3 cr

Advance to 
Candidacy

Graduation!
Qualifying 

Exam

“Full-time” is nine credit hours of coursework.

Three hours of Thesis Research: Ph.D. (ROBOT 
7970) is also considered Full-Time after 
the Grad School residency requirement is fulfilled.
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Coursework counts towards the 30 credits required for a Milestone Master’s
(6 credits MUST also satisfy the **MS Project requirement)

** Approved Project Intensive Courses: ROBOT 6500, 
    ROBOT 6960, ROBOT 6200,CS 6320, ROBOT 6400
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